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Cecropia Moth (Hyalophora Cecropia)
By Tim Loftus
The intricate patterns and earthy hues on this wing identify it as that of a

Cecropia Moth.

Many types of moths and butterflies have equally intricate patterns on
their wings too. Some have brightly colored wings and others have drab
colored ones. While colors and wing patterns vary widely and are speciespecific, moths and butterflies, with very few exceptions, have this in common:
their wings are covered in scales. Tiny, hard scales, each about the size of a
piece of dust, cover both the top and bottom surfaces of the wings. In fact, the
Latin name for this Order of insects is Lepidoptera, which means “scaled wing.”
Each wing is made of two thin membranes connected together by a rigid
network of veins, similar to the structure of corrugated cardboard on large
boxes. Covering each membrane is a single layer of cells. Some of these cells
secrete a compound that hardens into microscopic scales. The colors and
patterns on the wings are completely developed before the moth or butterfly
emerges from its cocoon.

By Tim Loftus

Half the night I waste in sighs,/Half in dreams I sorrow
after/The delight of early skies;/In a wakeful dose I sorrow/For
the hand, the lips, the eyes,/For the meeting of the
morrow…Tennyson: Maud - part III (IV: 163-168)
One September day a few years back I was cutting the tall weeds
near my beehives when something caught my eye. It was a large browncolored object with one long side attached to the trunk of a nearby apple
tree. It was perhaps four or five inches long, a couple inches thick at the
widest, and was made of leaves. I recognized it at once as some type of
cocoon, most likely a moth cocoon, but from what specie?
I gently cut the cocoon off the tree and attached it to the inside of a
large wire cage. Then I attached the cage to the apple tree so that the
cocoon was more-or-less in the same location as when I had found it.
This way whatever was in the cocoon could go through its lifecycle as
natural as possible.
In mid spring the following year, I moved the cocoon and cage into
my house to keep a closer eye on it. Then early one May morning I
found a beautiful Cecropia Moth resting on the outside of the cage. After
emerging from its cocoon, it had apparently crawled through the oneinch wire mesh on the cage before pumping up its wings and expanding
them to their full size.
A Cecropia Moth, also called a Robin Moth, is North America’s
largest moth with a wingspan of half a foot. The short-lived adult is
nocturnal, preferring to go about all of its business in darkness.
After taking a few photos, I left it on a tree branch to wait for the
coming night when it would mingle with the opposite sex of its own kind.
Love would soon be in the air.

AMC Worcester
Receives Grant For
Trail Restoration
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The Wachusett Mountain Pine Hill
Trail Restoration project was
selected by the Massachusetts
Department of Conservation and
Recreation (DCR) and the
Massachusetts Recreational Trails
Advisory Board (MARTAB) in
partnership with the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) to
receive a Recreational Trails
Program Grant in the amount of
$38,880. The match for the Grant
will come from the volunteer
component of the Teen Crews
along with the work done by the
Chapter Trails Volunteers.

Worcester Chapter’s
Volunteer of the Month
Ed Faron
and

Bill Spaccicoli
Ed Faron, nominated by Steve Crowe,
was named Volunteer of the Month for
September, for his work on maintaining
the Pine Hill Trail.
Bill Spaccicoli, nominated by Barbara
Dyer, for his continued efforts working
with underserved youth through
J.U.M.P. and AMC Worcester.
Volunteers of the month are selected in
a random drawing from volunteers
nominated by chapter members. The
goal of the Volunteer of the Month
program is to recognize these
volunteers and encourage volunteerism
in the chapter.
Chapter members can nominate
volunteers by sending an email to
DaveCol550@aol.com. The nomination
should contain the nomineeʼs name,
reason for the recognition, and name of
the nominator. Nominees must be an
AMC member, not a member of the
current Executive Committee, and may
serve in any volunteer capacity that
benefits the Worcester Chapter.

Meet Our Incoming Executive Committee Members

Don Cunningham and Joe Massery
By Pat Lambert, Past Chair

Don Cunningham Incoming Executive Committee Member – Local Hiking Chair
Don has been an active outdoor enthusiast most of his life. For the past 15 years, he has been an
involved with the AMC doing hiking, biking, paddling & skiing activities. When Don is in the local
area, he usually leads beginner level activities. His desire is to provide opportunities for people to
learn about the many natural resources around us and to have FUN! Don resides in Milford with his
wife Kathy, who is an avid golfer.

Joe Massery Incoming Executive Committee Member – Secretary
One day late last summer, Joe went for a walk in the hopes of soothing a nagging backache. The
next day, his back felt so much better that he went walking again. Over the course of the next few
months, walking turned into hiking, then backpacking, then paddling. He was hooked! He joined
the AMC and the Worcester Chapter last fall, where he met others who had caught the outdoors
bug like him. They spanned the spectrum from newcomers to experts - all were eager to share
their expertise and advice, interesting tales from the trails, and good fellowship. In activities with
other Chapter members, Joe has bagged nine 4K peaks in the Whites, backpacked along the AT,
and canoed on the Deerfield River.
Joe grew up in Great Barrington, Mass., about three miles from the Appalachian Trail. But it
wasn't until this past year that he "discovered" the AT - and hiking - and really appreciated them
both. Today he lives in Westborough, Mass., with his wife Barbara. Their three sons are grown
and on their own. His six-year old grandson, Tommy, who lives with Mom and Dad in Holden, has
joined Grandpa on a couple of recent hikes, including summiting Mt. Wachusett!
Joe has offered to contribute to the operation of the Chapter as Executive Committee Secretary a small way of "paying back" for the many benefits of Chapter membership.

This article was published in the Worcester Telegram & Gazette, Dec 14, 2014
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By Dave Greenslit

Back in August, Clever Chaves was stressing out about college, not sure if he
could afford to go.
But for the past four years, the Fitchburg resident has participated in a
program called Just Understand My Potential, and someone has done just
that. An anonymous donor is paying for Chaves to attend Fitchburg State
University and, if Chaves stays focused and committed, graduate school, as
well.
"He could see from the way I've talked about Clever that he would be a good
investment, to give him a chance. He wanted to level the playing field for
him," Bill Spacciapoli, the founder and executive director of J.U.M.P., said of
the donor.
Though he didn't foresee college funding coming, leveling the playing field for
underserved minority kids is what Spacciapoli had in mind when he founded
J.U.M.P., the nonprofit organization he put into operation in 2010.

His idea was to introduce youths to the outdoors through hiking and
backpacking and, in the process, get them on a path to becoming
accountable and responsible.
"Backpacking is a great way to learn that," Spacciapoli said in an interview
at Fitchburg State. "Nature imposes it on you."
Spacciapoli, who lives in Harvard and holds engineering degrees from
Worcester Polytechnic Institute and Virginia Tech, said he conceived of
J.U.M.P. in 2005, as his own children were getting older and he was looking
to help kids who may not have the structure or financial support at home to
help them succeed.
J.U.M.P. participants learn the basics of hiking and backpacking, including
the use of map and compass, camping, cooking, first aid and leave-no-trace
principles to protect the environment. Spacciapoli and 15 to 20 other trained
volunteers lead the trips, on which the youths might take turns leading
segments of the hikes.
Mentoring is also part of the program, with volunteers, many of them
professional people, serving as role models. Spacciapoli said volunteers
need wilderness first aid, CPR and other training, but find the commitment
is worth the effort. "It's really rewarding to hear the leaders talk about how
much they get out of it," he said.
The Boys & Girls Club of Fitchburg and Leominster channels kids into
J.U.M.P., and the Appalachian Mountain Club, through its Youth
Opportunities Program, provides training, outdoor gear and lodging at its
facilities in the White Mountains and elsewhere, according to Spacciapoli.
While some J.U.M.P. participants try the program and don't come back,
others, like Chaves, continue to return. "I like to think of it as matching
their commitment," Spacciapoli said of the volunteers' effort.
Chaves said he spent afternoons for many years at the Boys & Girls Club
while his mother worked, and got into J.U.M.P. at the suggestion of the
director of the club's teen center. He's done lots of hiking, is certified in
wilderness first aid, advanced wilderness first aid and CPR, and has taken a
land navigation course involving trigonometry. By summer, he hopes to be a
co-leader on some of J.U.M.P.'s hiking and backpacking trips.

His favorite outings have been hikes in New Hampshire to AMC's Mizpah
Hut, in the Crawford Notch area of the White Mountains, and to Lonesome
Lake, near Franconia Notch, a nice place to swim with a beautiful view of
the peaks that make up Franconia Ridge.
Chaves is doing well in his first semester at Fitchburg State, where he is
studying biology, and he hopes to go to medical school, which Spacciapoli
said the anonymous donor is also willing to fund.
About 50 youths have gone through J.U.M.P., and Spacciapoli said he's just
finding out what becomes of them. He recently ran into one participant who
told him he was working toward becoming a firefighter and emergency
medical technician.
Now that a donor has come forward to pay for Chaves' education,
Spacciapoli is hoping to build on that, with others contributing to a
scholarship fund for J.U.M.P. participants.
In remarks prepared for the Worcester AMC chapter's annual meeting,
when Chaves was introduced as J.U.M.P.'s first Summit Scholar, Spacciapoli
noted that many youths don't have the structure at home to push them
through high school, advocate for them or even help them with college
applications or appointments. For those kids, he said, college can be "a
bridge too far."
Sitting next to Chaves at Fitchburg State, he said that through his work
with J.U.M.P., "I've learned a lot about just how different it is for these
kids."
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Save The Dates!
AMC Worcester Planning Meeting
1/10/2015
Annual Summit – Sheraton Norwood, MA
1/24/2015
3rd Wednesdays Potluck & Socials
1/21, 2/18, 3/18
Executive Council Board Meetings
1/28, 2/25, 3/25

Berkshire/Worcester Chapter Leader Training
February 28, 2015 - March 01, 2015 (Sat - Sun)
Whether you'd like to become a Chapter leader, or just want to
improve your outdoor skills, you're invited to join us at our
Leader Training Workshop.
The training will emphasize group dynamics, leader
responsibilities, trip planning/management, weather
emergencies, incident/accident scene management, leader
awareness, and decision-making.
For more information go to
http://activities.outdoors.org/search/index.cfm/action/details/
id/79683
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Join Meetup Group: AMC Worcester
AMC Worcester Chapter posts trips on MeetUp as well as our website
http://www.amcworcester.org/. Check out our new MeetUp: AMC
Worcester and join us on our next trip! http://www.meetup.com/AMCWorcester/

Check us out on Facebook
We’re on Facebook – Appalachian Mountain Club – Worcester Chapter.
Like our page and connect with others.
https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/88432323469/

AMC Worcester Chapter Website
Visit our website to find an activity, get the latest news, and meet the
chapter’s leadership at www.amcworcester.org.

AMC Member Center
Use the Member Center to renew your membership and update your
member profile at http://www.outdoors.org/membership/membercenter.cfm.

The Wachusett Views is a quarterly newsletter of the
Worcester Chapter of the Appalachian Mountain Club
(AMC).
The newsletter is delivered and managed by the AMClicensed Blackbaud Sphere System.
The Wachusett Views Editor: Nancy Cahn
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